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Tilly smiled softy and took Lottie&apos;s smooth hand in her wrinkled one. "Child, sometimes we

make plans for our lives. We says, &apos;I choose this.&apos; But forces in this world take those

choices away from us. Then we&apos;s got to look around and see what we got left. You see, there

is one choice nobody and nothin&apos; can take away from you."Â "What&apos;s that,

Tilly?"Â "You&apos;s got the choice to either let what&apos;s happened crush you into being

nothin&apos; or you can choose to rise above it and survive and thrive in spite of anythin&apos; that

life throws at you."When Julie Ventura, from The Tin Box Secret, falls into a coma in 1969, she

wakes up 1863 and into her previous life as Lottie Clark. Lottie learns that in spite of having a loving

and supportive family, life can throw some curve balls at you and The Civil War has done just that.

During the Siege of Vicksburg, the citizens&apos; lives were changed dramatically through weeks of

starvation, disease and death. Somehow, Lottie finds a way to survive in spite of her losses. But as

a young woman in the 1860s, she does not have the choices that would be available to her in

1960s. From Vicksburg, to New Orleans, to Manhattan and Stone Ridge, New York, The Hope

Chest, the second book in The Tin Box Trilogy, is a heart wrenching story that brings into focus how

our choices are affected by the society and times within which we live.
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I completely enjoyed reading The Hope Chest! The characters were so interesting and I loved their

stories. Couldn't stop thinking about them! The Civil War setting was thought provoking. Definitely

recommend reading this book because I am glad I did!



A well done YA novel. An interesting look into a young woman's life during the Civil War, with some

good and interesting descriptions of the horrors of war for soldiers and civilians . I'm certainly

looking forward to the last book of the series!

Loved this book! I couldn't put it down. I read it in just a few days and liked the attention to historical

detail. I had read the first book in the trilogy. I am excited to read the next one.
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